





PO Box 13321 







Durham, NC 27709 







Email: Artemesia@freerodneystanberry.com





July 16, 2011 

Adam Liptak
The New York Times
1627 I Street NW
Washington DC. 20006
(202) 862-0352

Dear Mr. Liptak:

I sent you the email below regarding your article entitled: “Overriding the Jury In Capital Cases.”
Here is a copy of the email I sent: “I just read your article about judges applying the death sentence even when juries recommend life w/o parole. One of the judges included in your article, Judge Ferrill McRae, isn't just thinking about the knowledge a judge may have that a jury has, but he has other motives. Please read Ken Silverstein's article written a decade ago entitled: These Judges are Lynch Mobs: http://prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_judge_as_lynch_mob McRae was the judge in Rodney K. Stanberry's case. Rodney remains in prison for crimes he did not commit. McRae allowed all evidence pointing to Rodney's innocence, including a confession, to be excluded from trial and seemed to take issue with Rodney, who is an African American male, dating his then white fiancée. Your article presents a sanitized McRae having nice conversations with an African American progressive. Peace, Artemesia”

As a follow up, I am enclosing the Ken Silverstein article as well as an article about Rodney K. Stanberry that was included in a publication in Mobile, Alabama.  Since you wrote an article that included Judge McRae’s overriding capital cases, perhaps you can follow up with how closely he and other judges work with the prosecutors office, leaving no measure of objectivity on the bench.  I am enclosing a copy of the Motion in Limine Ruling by Judge McRae in Rodney K. Stanberry’s case. Even as he acknowledged that the DA was overstepping the bounds of reason, he granted him the motion anyway, leaving Rodney K. Stanberry without further evidence pointing to his innocence, INCLUDING A CONFESSION. A person confessed to committing the crimes in front of the district attorney two and a half years before the trial. In his Motion in Limine, the District Attorney managed to keep this from the jury.  To read the confession give before the District Attorney (Buzz Jordan), please go to www.freerodneystanberry.com.  

Your newspaper has included articles about wrongful convictions.  I am hopeful that you will review and write about Rodney K. Stanberry’s case.  He remains in prison for crimes he did not commit. He was arrested in 1992, tried and convicted in 1995, and began serving his prison term in 1997.  He is like the individuals highlighted in a previous piece by the New York Times about the dilemma of the innocent in prison.  As long as you maintain your innocence, you are likely to not be paroled.  Admitting guilt increases chances of parole. Rodney, like so many others who were wrongfully convicted, refuses to admit guilt for something he did not do. Even if this means that his parents continue to age (his father is 77 and his mother is in a nursing home) without him being with them on a day to day basis. It is mental torture that the state perpetuates.  

In conclusion, I am hopeful that you will review this information and do a follow up to your piece as wrongful convictions are important to write about.  In 2008, UN Rapporteur Philip Alston visited Alabama and Texas because those are the two states with the largest number of people on death row, for Alabama, this represents the number on death row per capita. In his report, he stated that officials in Alabama seemed to be indifferent to evidence of innocence and bias. Specifically, he said the following:

 In Texas, there is at least significant recognition that reforms are needed. In Alabama, the situation remains highly problematic. Government officials seem strikingly indifferent to the risk of executing innocent people and have a range of standard responses, most of which are characterized by a refusal to engage with the facts. The reality is that the system is simply not designed to turn up cases of innocence, however compelling they might be. It is entirely possible that Alabama has already executed innocent people, but officials would rather deny than confront flaws in the criminal justice system. (http://eji.org/eji/files/06.30.08%20Alston%20Press%20Statement.pdf)

I can be reached via the email and telephone numbers above.  Ashley Rich is the currently Mobile District Attorney and she can be reached at (251) 574-5000 and/or (251) 574-8400).  Bill Riales, an anchor for WKRG-TV in Mobile, Alabama who wrote the article about Rodney for Lagniappe Mobile can be reached at (251) 479-5555 or briales@wkrg.com.




Sincerely,




Artemesia Stanberry

Enclosures:  Ken Silverstein’s article “The Judge as a Lynch Mob”

Time Served, Justice Denied, Lagniappe Mobile

Motion in Limine, a Judge Ferrill McRae ruling that kept all evidence exonerating an innocent man out of court 

