April- , 2011

Petition to Mobile District Attorney Ashley Rich

P.O Box 2841

Mobile, AL 36652

We, the signers of this petition, call upon you to reopen the investigation into the wrongful conviction of Rodney K. Stanberry.  He should be immediately released from prison. 

 Rodney was arrested and convicted in spite of a confession by another individual, documents, managers, and co-workers placing Rodney at work when the crimes occurred,  eyewitnesses placing the person who confessed to the crimes at the scene of the crime, and the passing of a lie detector test by Compu-Screen Systems, Inc. Rodney’s only crime was being too helpful to law enforcement in pursuing the true perpetrators of the crime, and he is currently being punished for being innocent and refusing to admit to a crime that he did not commit. 

He has not been and by all indications will not be granted parole because he continues to maintain his innocence.  This is perceived by some as a lack of remorse. In fact, it is his refusal to admit to a crime that he did not commit even though such an admission could factor into his being released.  Rodney was arrested in 1992, tried and convicted in 1995, and began serving his prison sentence in March 1997. March 25th, 2011, Rodney K. Stanberry began his 15th year in prison for crimes he did not commit. 

Former Mobile Assistant District Attorney (ADA) Buzz Jordan, who successfully tried the case, entered a Motion in Limine which turned into hearsay both the confession by one of the people involved and the existence of the person who actually shot the victim.   This meant that the jury never heard the confession- it was suppressed by the DA's office! 
In fact, while telling the media that the person the DA said was the shooter would be brought from New York to face trial, ADA Buzz Jordan told the judge “And then there are two people from New York supposedly,… I’m not vouching that any of these people exist or did exist, because there are serious questions about that as well.”  Not only did he hear about their existence by the person he gave testimonial immunity to, but it was discovered before and during Rodney’s appeal that he did visit one of the people involved, but he claimed to only have been “on vacation” in New York and only went to Riker’s Island prison to see if the individual existed.  No one was ever tried except for Rodney.  The person the ADA visited in New York, Rene Whitecloud, in a written statement given in 1992, also exonerated Rodney.  
In sum, a confession was made in front of Assistant District Attorney Buzz Jordan. He later issued a Motion in Limine to suppress the confession, as if it did not exist. Judge Ferrill McRae, while expressing concern about the motion, granted it. The ADA knew about the existence of individuals in New York, he had sight proof and a written statement from one of the individuals, but in his Motion in Limine, he got that treated as hearsay as well.  It does neither the victim, nor the taxpayers of Mobile, any good when the District Attorney's office ignores evidence of innocence in order to get a conviction.  We, as a society, should do and expect better than that.  Justice is not being served by continuing to keep an innocent man in prison. 
DA Ashley Rich, you are beginning your term as the District Attorney for Mobile County. While you have worked as an Assistant District Attorney under former District Attorney John Tyson, Jr., how the office operates in the pursuit of justice is now for you to determine. You have the opportunity to correct a grave injustice. Tyson opted to leave office without seeking true justice, leaving this for you to do.  During the campaign, you said the following in response to a question about the Duke Lacrosse case:

"If as a prosecutor you do not disclose exculpatory evidence, your career is over.  Integrity is something that is so important because when you are a prosecutor, you not only have the duty to prosecute people and to put people in jail, but you also have a duty to uphold the law. You have the duty to do that with integrity and with the ethical standards in place... You must disclose exculpatory evidence because if you don't, nothing good comes from it and essentially you have prosecuted someone who may not have committed the crimes because you didn't disclose exculpatory evidence.  It is good that we have the Duke Lacrosse case as an example of what not to do."  (September 16, 2010
DA Ashley Rich, please do the right thing—release Rodney K. Stanberry. You have the power to pursue justice.  You have the power to bring about true justice for the victim and the victim’s family, Rodney, his family, and the citizens of Alabama.  Justice will always find its way to the light.
Sincerely,
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Please send the completed petition to Free Rodney K. Stanberry, P.O. Box 13321, Durham, NC 27709. For more information, go to www.freerodneystanberry.com or go to the Free Rodney K. Stanberry page on Facebook. 

