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Guilty plea in Prichard cold case 
Molhotr nwer g ave up, and finally Wins justice in allying of her son, J ettls Holifield 

S3!urday. August 23. 200a 

By ROBERT McCLENDON 

Staff Reporter 

For nearly eight yeans. Melinda Holifield fO"llht to k""" ali"" the mveshgation Into her son's 
2000 slaying Friday. she saw the gunman In the nea!1y forgotten cold ""sa plead guilty to his 
murder. 

Arter striking a deal wolh prageCUlom, Tarrance Shave,. admitted to shooting 20-year-old 
J eWs HOI~ield in the bad< 01 the head In front ala IIeIVIce station in south Prictwd 

Mobile County C I=~ Judge J!lmfl Wood gave him a split sentence 01 20 years, ttne of 
~se to be l«Ved in prison and 17 to be SQfVON:I on probation. 

Melinda Hol~ie!d breathed sigh of relief and hugged family as ~h" rtn811y heard her IOn'. killer 
admit his crime. 

"Oh thank you. Jesus," she said. "This is such a relief." 

For a long time, it didn't look like the case w ould see (he Inside of It courtroom. 

The shooting had quietly '"ded from the public eye until the spring of 2007. when Holifield 
brought the story of her son's death to the Press-Register. That led to a _res of articles 
detailinllthe crime and brought the case 10 the attention of Alabama Atlomey Genefal Troy 
King, who reopened the investigation. 

All the new investiga\oB had to start With was a single piece of papBf. Except for the Initial 
report saying Holifield had bean . hot and killed, Prichard police lo.t.-~y eveJY\hlng al ... 
related to the """". 

Melinda Hol~ield said Prichard police never ..ven secured the acene of the crime that summer 
afternoon, leaving her to find her son's body lying in ISII grass by the .ide o! the road. She 
...Id she lound bullet caaings In the . 1""" that invBSllgaton had Ignored. When she broughl 
them to an off"",r. sI1e $8ld, he thlllW them in the ash trBy of hI. aquad ear. 

A bicycle believed to have baen used in the shooting was found nearb)< the """"" by 
Hol~ield's aunt. then lost by police 
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Guilty plea in Prichard cold case 
Mother never gave up, end finally wins jU8dce In slaying of her son, JettI .• Holifield 

Peg. 2 of 2 

"Had thi. cese gone to tnal. il would have nad many problems." said King. in a telephone 
intBfviuw. "ff it had gone in front 01 a juoy. I wouldn't have been able to promise Ms. Holifoeld 
anythinQ " 

Tho backbone of Ihe prosecution', case hung on two key p iec:etl ol ..vidence DNA lound in a 
ski mask recovered j ust dawn the stn>et from the crime scene and lhe e~s account of 
an ec centric drug addict kr.own as "Boneman." 

M QstL/1a defense attorney could have casl both of lhose pi908S of evidence into doub!, said 
Willam Dill, the prosBCUtor in the case. 

I:.lltnlJ.E sfOR ... AJ ...e1tlS4l''1'8l1 + 

The DNA was col leCted at the time of the shooting and sent off to the Alabama Dep8rtment 01 
Forensic Sciences. where rt was tested and kept on file. n,.. resu~, showed that Sha..... had 
worn the mask. but they also showed that he wasn't the only 0"'" to have put It on 

As for Larry "Booem an" H8mi~on . defense attomey Joe "Buzz" JOi"clan w•• """'ing 10 keep 
his testimony from even being presented to a juoy. 

Hamilton. Jordan pointed out. didn~ finger Shavers in the shooling when interviewed by police · . er.-.- Gall
after Ihe shooling in 2000. Hwasn'l until King's irw asllgators showed him a pholO array years Pac~••• in Ill'! SIIo.'. 
later that Hamilton posil ively idenl ified Shavers. 	 -!loo.Nowi 

·· wtnaMIf_
Even H the judge had allowed Hamilton to teslify that Shavers wa! the shoot ..... 8 jury mighl UoomH","' 
have discounled the lestimony of an admitted drug addid w ith a penchant for bizarre " ~Tr: 

1IDI<'Ij0tl""",1
!lletement.. J
Wnen asked Why people called him Boneman, Hamilton once lold a reporter thet he usa<! to 
carry around 11 101 of bones. Asked why he would do thai. he l'e$pondetf. "Beca.ose I'm weird. " 

Gonsid ....1ng the problems w ith Ihe case . Homleld said she was OK with the 2O-year split 
senlence. She said she just wanled Shavers to sland up and admIt what he nad done. 

"I know Jettis is resllng in peace nghl naw." she said. 

Shaven ' grandmother. Johnnie McNealy, was in court Friday and cried II!! he admitted 10 the 
shooting. As he was led oul of the courtroom in chains, she stood and hugged the vlctim's 
mother. who she SIlld she'd known for years. l
"I'm jusl soroy for what he did." ahe aaid. "For what he put her through . For what he pul me 
through." 

1he cese is the firsl succeSSful prosacution obtained by A labama Attorney General Troy 
King's cold """e unit. which wulunlled in the lall of 2007. 

King said he createilihe unrt because the successful resolution of cold cue. helps re!!lorn 
people', faith in the jusllce system. 

Wnen you take aomebody off the 81TH1 in "cold cese, he said, people no longer hav.. to ask 
IhemselveS. ~1 wonder K I w ill run Into Ihem BI \he groceoy Slo",." 

For MeUnda Holifield, KIng sald. "The ~ictory is that this isn' 8 cold case> anymore. This is Q 
\ j,

closed case with 8 conviction. \ 
~S""QILQ 0.,

"There is neva< really closure lor victims,. he aaid. "Bul the<e should be 8 l ime when the ~'"Q~ ,\),J5> A-\Q. 
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